Life Science Syllabus 2019-2020
Ms. Brown 
EMAIL:  Sbrown@brightenacademy.com 

CLASS WEBSITE:  http://sbrownclassroomsite.weebly.com/ 
School Homepage:  http://www.brightenacademy.com 
Course Description: 

“The Seventh-Grade Georgia Standards of Excellence for science are designed to give all students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards.  The purpose is to give all students an overview of common strands in life science including, but not limited to, diversity of living organisms, structure and function of cells, heredity, ecosystems, and biological evolution” (Science GSE, 2016).
Units of Study:

	Topics Covered

	Organization of Life 

	Cells 

	Human Body Systems

	Genetics 

	Ecology

	Evolution


Students will:

· Keep records of their observations and use those records to analyze the data they collect, recognize patterns in the data. 

· Use simple charts and graphs to represent the relationships they see and find more than one way to interpret their findings. 

· Make and use observations to explain the diversity of living organisms and how the organisms are classified, how they reproduce and how genetic information is passed from parents to their offspring. 

· Use different models to represent systems such as cells, tissues, and organs. 

· Use what they know about ecosystems to explain how matter cycles and energy flows through the ecosystem. 

· Use the concepts of natural selection and fossil evidence to construct explanations about the diversity of life that they see. 

· Plan and carry out investigations, describe observations, and show information in graphical form. 

· Replicate investigations and compare results to find similarities and differences.

Required Materials: (Students are required to have the items listed below daily in order to be prepared for class.  Three consecutive days of being unprepared will result in silent dismissal.)
· 1.5 inch - 3 ring binder (green)
· 1 composition book

· Red pens
· Blue or black pens
· Yellow highlighter

· Scissors 

Wishlist items (needed almost daily):  

· Disinfectant wipes
· Hole reinforcements
· Tissues
· Paper towels
· Bright sticky notes
Academic Honor Code:
· All material submitted by a student must be the student’s original work. Plagiarism/Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in academic consequences as well as a referral. Copying or sharing answers for any assignment or assessment is cheating.
Assignment Expectations:

· Assignments:  In addition to class assignments, homework assignments will be given each week.  All assignments are due as advised by the teacher.  
· What to do when absent:  Students are responsible for picking up missed assignments immediately upon return from the absent student file.  Students have 2 days to complete missed assignments due to an Excused Absence.  

· Missing assignments:  Students are required to track all graded assignments on a form provided by the teacher. This assignment log should be visible when doing notebook checks. If three assignments are missing parents are notified.

Standards of Acceptable Work:
All submitted work should be completed on loose-leaf paper or worksheets (provided by the teacher) in blue/black ink or pencil.  No assignment will be accepted that is sloppy, on the wrong side of the paper or ripped from a notebook.  Hand writing must be legible and neat. Moreover, assignments must be free of scratch outs, holes and headed appropriately. Assignments that do not meet the expectations will NOT be accepted and will be considered late resulting in appropriate consequence. 

Headings on loose-leaf paper should be located in the upper right- hand corner of paper and include the following:

 1st line:  First and Name

2nd Line: Class and Period

 3rd line: Date

 4th line Assignment Title
Class Preparedness
As students must enter the classroom quietly and without disruption.  They are expected to go to their assigned areas, prepare their desk with required materials, and begin working on their assignment which will be posted on the board.
Cell Phone Policy 
Cell phones are to be turned off and in student lockers during the school day.  If it is visible or heard, the student will receive a classroom discipline referral (CDR). If it is in use, the student will receive an administrative discipline referral (ADR).
Academic and Behavioral Expectations
· Students will follow the guidelines outlined in the student handbook. 
· Timely entrance to class is expected, as well as, consistent attendance.
· Students will respect themselves, their instructor, and classmates in their behavior and conversation.
· Students will use kind words that help and uplift when speaking to others.
· Students will come to class prepared every day with their focus on learning and being an asset to the classroom community.
· Students will come to class prepared every day with all required materials.   
· Students will remain in their seats until permission is given.
· Students will maintain appropriate sound levels for all class activities.
· Students will give their best effort on all assignments. 
· Students will not eat or drink in class without permission. Exception – students may drink water in a spill proof container.
· Students will use appropriate language in the classroom.
· Students will ask logical questions when they do not understand to maximize their level of success.  

· Students will only work on Science classroom activities while they are in class.
· Students will use accountable talk when disagreeing with other student responses.
Consequences:
· 1st Infraction- Verbal Warning 
· 2nd Infraction- TBD
· 3rd Infraction- Wednesday Detention
Restroom/Locker Breaks

Restroom:  Students are to go to the restroom between classes, unless it is an emergency.  Students may not go to the restroom the first or last ten minutes of class.

Locker:  Students must go to their lockers between classes.  Students will not be allowed to return to their locker to get materials they have forgotten for class. 
7th Grade Science 2019- 2020
I have read, reviewed with my parents/guardians, and understand the guidelines and expectations for this course.

Student Name (Print) _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________

_____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 





Date

______________________________________________

_____________________

Student Signature







Date


Parent/Guardian Contact Information:
Parent(1)/Guardian(1) Name _____________________________________________________
( Home ( Cell  ( Work |  Phone Number: _____________________ Best time to call: _____________
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________
What is the best way to contact you? (Check all that apply)

( Home Phone   ( Cell Phone   ( Work Phone    ( E-Mail   ( Home Visit  ( School Conference

Comments:

Parent(2)/Guardian(2) Name ______________________________________________________

( Home ( Cell  ( Work |  Phone Number: ____________________ Best time to call: _____________

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________
What is the best way to contact you? (Check all that apply)

( Home Phone   ( Cell Phone   ( Work Phone    ( E-Mail   ( Home Visit  ( School Conference

Comments:

Pencils 


12 count colored pencils 


8-plastic tab dividers with pockets


Loose leaf paper (College ruled)








White copy paper


Bright copy paper


Mavalus tape


Baggies (sandwich and gallon) 


Jumbo paper clips















